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PERSONS FACEIVING UNEMPLOCMENT BENEFIT , MARCH, 1949, 

This bulletin has been prepared from prelimina 1 
Mea each month by the Commonwealth Seebaatio aoe ee ee 
ee ae nude es receipt of Commonwealth unemployment benefit at the end of 
aa . : * in ormation covers only those persons actually in receipt of 

nploymen enefit, no account being taken of those whose applications for benefit 
were aa consideration or those who did not apply for benefit. The figures 
ag eer are only a part of total unemployment, although the proportions 
eee cae causes and in the various industries are broadly applicable to 
. ersons receiving sickness or special benefits are also excluded. 


Details for districts by 4 : : : ; : 
eet iached canes by causes and industries in which last employed are given in 


Comparison with Previous Months, 


March 1949 figures of persons in receipt of unemployme i 
g L S aployment benefit 
Sa re males and 55 females, the total of 2,042 being 4,323, or 68 per cent., 
e low ue corresponding figure for the previous March, which, however, was affected 
by the State-wide railway strike which began during February, 1948, 


End of Month, Males, Females, Mowe, ‘Males. Females, Mowe, 
1947. 1948, 
Avordtel! 6, o° 4,698 149 4,847 | 2,669 110 25110 
May as Ae 3,935 aol 4 ,086 b deo 89 1,648 
anehas) A ee 3,102 129 © 8,231 1,102 Wak aly alee: 
SUL? ae oe 2,747 HS 2,860 718 67 785 
August + 2,089 97 2,186 | 702 64 766 
September ., 1,912 87 1,999 640 67 207 
October ate 1,827 80 d 007 700 62 762 
November ce 1,664 70 1,754 793 67 860 
December Nc 2 245 69 2,014 1,205 58 1,263 
1948. 1949. 
January o 8 5 094 ee) 5,167 1,668 46 1,714 
February ae 5,603 223 5 ,826 1,980 52 2,032 
March oe 6,055 510 6,565 1,987 5d 2,042 


The total for March showed little change compared with February, 
which is usually the peak month of the year. Increases in seasonal unemployment in 
the Mackay, Bundaberg, and Townsville districts were offset by the re-absorption of 
temporarily displaced meatworkers in the Rockhampton district. Warwick has had no 
person drawing benefit since August, 1948, and five other districts none since 
September, 1948, Three of these districts - Ayr, Ingham, and Charters Towers - 
had 605, 208, and 124 persons, respectively, drawing benefit at the end of March, 1948, 


Causes of unemployiint are given on the next page for the months 
of March, 1948, and February and March, 1949, together with the decrcase during the 
twelve months ended March, 1949, for each cause, 


Compared with February, five of the eleven causes showed 
larger numbers, but the only noteworthy increase was in "Casual Work" which was 
higher by 54, “Establishment Closed, Reduction of Staff", and "Seasonal Work and 
Weather Conditions" each showed a decrease of 31. 


Compared with figures of a year carlicr (March, 1948), all 
causes showed decreases, the largest of which were in "Shortage of Materials" (1,167), 
"Discharged or Laid-off for Other Reasons" (825), “Establishment Closed, Reduction 
of Staff" (392), "Seasonal Work and Weather Conditions" (964), and "Casual Work" 
(486), The first three of these decreases were due to the effects last year of the 


railway strike. 
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Cause of Unemployment. Merch , Hebruory, larch, Decrease ilar. , 
L940. A949. 2269. 1988, U0 


Mar, , 1949. 
Medical unfitness for particular 


type of work, work too heavy, ctc. 25 2 2 25 
Incfficiency, incompetence ,, 56 20 24. ad 
Establishment closed, reduction of 

staff, permanent retrenchment 543 182 Ena 592 
Replaced by re-instated serviceman 35 13 16 19 
Shortage of materials ., ie syns) 0) 415) 23 geo 
Seasonal work and weathcr 

conditions ee oe 0° 2,158 1,225 a halle 2: 964 
Casual work ve ee oe 751 214 265 486 
Discharged or laid-off for othcr 

reasons AA oe as 893 70 68 825 
Quitted because work too heavy, 

mecicaily wnitit, ete. os ins 378 152 AMA 201 
Quitted for other reasons ai 218 83 79 159 
Not previously employed ate as 39 43 78 ie 

Total ‘ wey 065 2,032 2,042 & 526 


The following statement shows, for each district, (i) the numbers 
of persons drawing benefit in the month of 1946-47 with the highest number, and in the 
corresponding month of 1947-48 - in some districts this was not the month with the 
highest unemployment in 1947-48 on account of the disturbance caused to normal 
seasonal trends by the railway strike, (ii) the numbers in March, 1948, and February 


and March, 1949, and (iii) the decrease from Merch, 1948, to March, 1949. 


(4) (41) (444) 
Peak Level of Month of - Decrease 
District.| Month. 1946-47, 1947-48.) 1946, 1949. 1949. Mar, 1949. 

GSA 5» Feb. 2,065 1,003 eg Oe 208 2285 788 
Ipswich ae Dec. 190 22 76 12 8 68 
Gympie As Feb. 30 > 66 34. Uf 7 a7 
Maryborough Jan. 2a 49 281 595 56 225 
Bundaberg .. Jan. 596 57 280 vg 155 125 
Toowoomba ..| Feb. 177 206 70 30 Ba 39 
Warwick 26 DEG- 42, Kez) alia = = it 
Roma ee| Dec, 24 8 8 ~ cel 8 
Charleville | Dec, 75 4 2 ic - : 
Rockh apt on Jan. 1,462 482 Ly27s 304 145 | 1,133 
Emcrald .,! Jan. 10 6 18 - ey 18 
Longreach Pes bed. otal, 78 ay D 5 “e 
Mackay 4.2: Mar. 864 784 784 250 342 ee 
Ayr pte Debs 233 B56 605 - - 
Townsville..| lar. 616 739 739 657 706 53 
Tnghem | Mar, 440 208 208 - = 208 
etl ..| Mar, 368 311 311 154 169 142 
Cairms ec) Nea 599 416 416 164 wae) | TNT 
Charters 
Powers «.| Feb. 182 179 124 es i Be 
Atherton ..| Mar. 78 ie as 54 a | 2 
1 re ‘eb. 02 a / = 
ee cents ae 7 092 5,826 6,565 2,052 2,042 | £525 


Compared with February, the most noteworthy district See ee 
inereases in Mackay, 92 (37 per cent.) , Bundaberg, 56 (57 es cont.) , and Townsville, 
49 (7 per cent, ) ,andadecrease in Rockhampton of 209 (59 per cent.). 

S. &. SOLOMON, 
GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN. 
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Table No. 1 - Persons Receiving Unemployment Benefit, Queensland, March, 1949, 
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